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BATTISTINI MOSQUITO 1952 38CC 1 CYL TS 3106

SOLD
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PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

Mosquito ca 1952 38cc auxiliary engine fitted to period Italian Battistini bicycle frame # 1366CA engine #
595942

In the years after the second world war the demand for motorization was high all over Europe but as money
was tight, the most practical solution for many people was to fit a small engine to their bicycle.

Many factories designed micro-engines and one of the most successful ones was the Italian firm of Garelli,
that had been active in motorcycle production from 1919.

In 1946 this firm brought out the Mosquito, a cleverly designed 38cc two stroke engine that could be fitted
easily to the bottom bracket of a standard bicycle.

The engine drove the rear wheel by a roller; there was no clutch and to disconnect the drive the rider could
move the engine slightly forward with a small spring loaded hand lever.

The little petrol tank was placed above the rear mudguard and the speed was controlled with a handlebar-
mounted lever.

The Mosquito was simple to use, very economical (100km per litre), reliable and weighed only 7 kg. No wonder
it was a huge success and within a few years it was manufactured under licence in quite a few countries.

In 1952, during a publicity run, a French licence-built Mosquito covered a distance of 40,000 km in 55 days.
Pedals and chain had been removed so the little engine had to do all the work on its own.

Apart from a little maintenance now and then the engine required no attention whatsoever.
Maximum rpm of the little engine was 4,200, good for a maximum speed of 25-30 km.

The petrol tank capacity was sufficient for some 200km.
By 1952 about 400,000 Mosquitos had been fabricated worldwide.

The Parma-made Battistini bicycle is in good original condition and comes with sprung front wheel and
forward mounted luggage carrier.
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