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MINERVA 1903 2 HP 239CC 1 CYL SV 2904
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PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

Minerva 1903 2hp 239 cc side valve frame # 45 engine # 563

At the end of 1902, Minerva presented in London the new program for 1903.
A new engine of 239 cc (66 x 70) produced 2 hp thanks to the two mechanically operated valves.

Minerva was one of the first to build engines with both valves mechanically operated.
Due to the better filling of the gasses and hence the lower engine temperatures, the cooling ribs at the base of

the cylinder were deleted.
A second new feature for all Minerva models was the spray carburettor.

The motorcycles could be ordered with the Phénix carburettor or the usual surface carburettor.
The production program for 1903 comprised a 239 cc (66 x 70) 2 hp clip-on with both valves mechanically

operated, a 331 cc (75 x 75) 2 1/2 hp clip-on still with the atmospheric inlet valve and a 232 cc (65 x 70) 1¾ hp
single in frame with the brand name "Romania".

Both the 2 hp and the 2 1/2 hp models were still bolted to the front down pipe of the frame (clip-on).
The inclined position of the engine on the front down pipe combined with the increasing power was the cause

of many frame ruptures.
The engine of the Romania was mounted vertically in the frame, most probably in an attempt to overcome the

above problem and in imitation of another successful machine: the Werner motocyclette.
The Werner brothers were two Russian emigrées settled in Paris and patented already in 1901 for what was to

prove the logical engine position: built into the bottom bracket location of a pedal bicycle frame.
Like the Romania set-up, other constructors worked their way around the patent with some different

variations. (source: www.minerva-motocyclettes.com)
The new Minerva was featured in the October 22nd 1902 edition of Motor Cycling.

A quote: “the 1903 standard Minerva, by the way, will have a bore of 66 and a stroke of 70 millimetres, and with
improvements introduced the makers claim 2 b.h.p.

The one lever on the tank will work the sparking, lift the exhaust valve and cut off the electric current, but the
switch on handle-bar will be retained for additional safety.

Among the refinements which go so far to make perfection, the following should be noted: the cylinder and
head will be cast in one piece without joints, preventing loss of compression; the piston will be fitted with

three piston rings instead of two; the bearings will be lengthened and the spindles, toothed wheels and all vital
parts made stronger. (…) Truly a formidable list, marking a strong advance in motor engine construction; for

not only is the new motor of higher efficiency, but its durability is greatly increased.”
This 2hp model was sold new in Britain and was first registered as CJ 28 to Charles Sidney Chubb on 1st

January 1904.
It was found by a Minerva Specialist and subsequently restored by him.

The machine is fitted with bulb horn and leather tool bag and comes in perfect condition, having been stored
since the late 80s.
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