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V.S. (VINDEC SPECIAL) 1909 5HP 663CC 2 CYL AIV 3308

SOLD
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PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

V.S. (Vindec Special) 1909 5hp 663cc Peugeot aiv V-twin frame # 11317 engine # 14329
Not to be confused with the British-made Vindec, the Vindec Special was built in Cologne by the Köln-
Lindenthaler Metallwerke AG, which also marketed its products – cycles, cars, motorcycles and sewing
machines - as 'Allright' (Allreit). Vindec Special was distributed in the UK by the South British Trading

Company under the guidance of William 'Billy' Wells, who was later to handle the import and sales of Indian
motorcycles with great success in Britain, Europe and the Colonies. The Vindec Special was first exhibited at

the 1903 Stanley Show in London. That machine was powered by a Belgian 2hp FN engine, but by 1907 the 5hp
Peugeot v-twin engine had been adopted. The French-made Truffault leading-link front fork was a notable

feature, as was the reliable Bosch high-tension magneto.
Thanks to Billy Wells' competition successes, and favourable press reports by journalists such as Ixion, who

described the machine in glowing terms, the Vindec Special earned itself an enviable reputation. It was in the
1907 Tourist Trophy race on the Isle of Man that the Vindec Special first caught the public's attention, when

Billy Wells rode his Peugeot-engined, 5hp v-twin to a distinguished 2nd place in the Twin-Cylinder class
behind Rem Fowler's similarly-powered Norton. Another Vindec Special, ridden by J A Dent, finished 4th. In

1909 the make’s name was abbreviated to V.S., to avoid confusion with the Vindec name that Brown Brothers
used for their bicycles.

This superb 1909 5hp model is powered by the Peugeot Frères V-Twin engine with atmospheric overhead inlet
valves and mechanical exhaust valves. It features Truffault forks, patented by Georges Truffault in 1902. Fuel is
supplied by a Brown & Barlow carburettor and final drive provided by belt. The machine enjoys the benefit of a
two-speed hub gear. Additional equipment includes a Brooks saddle, SEM headlamp, Lucas rear lamp and bulb

horn. The left side handlebar lever controls the valve lifting system, the right hand side lever operates the
brake. On the left side of the engine there’s a foot pedal for additional brake control and a hand lever to

operate the hub gear.
This Vindec Special was found in Mapplewell near Barnsley, England by the late Brian H Frank, a well known
restorer of early motorcycles, and had previously been used as regular transport by a shoemaker in the West

Riding of Yorkshire. A timely visit by Brian Frank resulted in this most original machine being rescued only
weeks before the demolition of the building in which it was stored. The Vindec was subsequently mechanically
restored and cosmetically prepared to a high standard, all brightwork being re-nickelled as necessary and the
machine refinished in grey livery with appropriate lining and transfers. This most magnificent specimen from

the Pioneer era hasn’t been used since restoration and she will require careful running in and setting up.
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